[Clinical research in general internal medicine: present and future perspectives].
The ultimate goal of research in general internal medicine is to produce knowledge that contributes to improving patient care. Internal medicine patients, particularly those with multiple chronic illnesses, need studies that help physicians to apply existing medical knowledge to achieve the greatest medical benefit, while conserving precious health care resources. In this article, we discuss what features general internal medicine research should include to meet the needs of practicing internists and their patients. We briefly describe research topics particularly relevant to general internal medicine such as health technology assessment, quality of care studies, and studies comparing the impact of different systems of care.